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7-Step Business Startup Blueprint

A practical launch checklist for turning a business idea into a structured operation.

Use this as a simple setup map, then refine, brand, and market the business with intention.

Secure a Business Address ° Form the Business Entity

Use a real business mailing address, virtual office, or Search your state's Secretary of State or county
business mailbox before forming accounts. Many virtual business office to find the official formation portal.
business address options commonly range from about $40 Follow the state-specific instructions for forming your
to $115 per month. LLC or other entity.

. Pro Tip: Choose an address in a business district if possible. It adds instant credibility. Use your new virtual business
address (Step 1) as your registered business address when filing, not your home.

Get Your EIN From the IRS ° Open a Business Bank Account

Apply directly through the IRS website for your Employer Separate business money from personal money
Identification Number. Avoid third-party sites that charge immediately. Start with a reputable business bank,
unnecessary fees for something you can request directly. Capital One, or a strong local credit union.

. Pro Tip: Apply for your EIN the same day your LLC is approved. You will need both your LLC formation documents and your
EIN ready when opening your business bank account. Bring your LLC formation documents, EIN letter, and business address
when opening the account. Call ahead to confirm exactly what documents each institution requires.

° Build the Basic Brand Foundation ° Establish Business Credit Basics
Create the business name presentation, logo direction, Use Net30 vendor accounts responsibly to begin
website, social profiles, brand message, and contact path building a payment history. Quill & Uline are
so customers know who you are and how to reach you. common starter vendors for business owners.

. Pro Tip: Consistency across your name, logo, address, and contact info on every platform builds trust and improves your search
visibility. Use the exact same business name everywhere. Apply for at least 3-5 Net30 accounts in your first 90 days. Paying each
one on time establishes a payment history with multiple vendors, which accelerates your business credit score significantly.

Track Income and Expenses From Day One

Keep clean records of revenue, startup fees, marketing, advertising, travel, phone, transportation, software, and other business
expenses. Strong records protect clarity, taxes, and decision-making.

. Pro Tip: Work with a CPA orpayroll company before your first filing, not after. The cost of professional guidance in Year 1
pays for itself many times over in deductions you would otherwise miss.

Need help turning the idea into a brand people understand?

The Applied Visual Clarity Sprint helps new and growing businesses clarify their message,

improve their visual presentation, and create a stronger path from attention to action. Book a Clarity Sprint

¥ Note: This checklist is general business education, not legal, tax, or financial advice. Verify requirements with your state, bank, accountant, or attorney.
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